ED 043 262

AUTHOR
TITLE

INSTITHTION

SPONS AGENCY
PUB DATE

NNTE

AVATILABLE FROM

EDRS PRICE
D¥SCRIPTORS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RPSUME
PL 001 939

Torres, Fdgardo E.:; And Others

Foreign Language Dropouts: Prohlems and Solutions.
An Examination of the PReasons Why Students Do Not
Continue Foreign Language Instruction and a List of
Suggested Solutions to the Problen.

Modern lLanguage Asgssocliation of America, New York,
N.Y. ERIC Clearinghouse on the Teaching of *oreign
Languages.; San Leandro Wnified School District,
calif.

California State Coll., Hayward.

70

750,

ML2: Materials Center,
Y. ($1.00)

62 *ifth Avenue, New York, N.

EDRS Price M?-$%0.50 HC-$3.85

Administrator Attitudes, Community Attitudes,
Counczlor Attitudes, Dropout Attitudes, Dropout
Identification, Propout Problems, *Dropout Research,
*Guides, *language Instruction, Modern Languaaes,
Parent Attitudes, Questionnaires, =®Secondary
Schools, State Surveys, Statistical Data, *Student
Attitudes, Teacher Attitudes

This comprehensive investigation into the reasons

behind the crucial problem of the student Aropout in foreign lanauace

programs focuses on seven interrelated areas.
(3) administration,

(2) teacher,

These are: (1) student,

(4) counselor, (%) parent, (6)

community, and (7) teacher training. » fault-tree analysis of the
dAropout problem proviles a format in which each page presents an

enunerated, problematic condition with a corresponding,

suggested

solution. The systematic approach allows for rapid identification of

trouhlesone arecas in the language progranm.

Suggestions on the use of

the handbook, a bibliography, and statistical data pertaining to
landuage instruction in seconiary schools in California are includeA,
The appendixes contain an atrticle by John Dusel entitled "nlaanosina
the Decrease in Foreign Language Pnrollsent™ and sawmple

yuestionnaires used in the odroject.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

721 CAPITOL MAL', SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814
BURRAU OF EILEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
March 20, 1969

FOREIGN LANGUAGE OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS
IN PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS, FALL 1968

Prepared by

John P. Dusel, Consultant
Foreign Language Education

I. Number of public secondary schools offering foreign languages in 1968-69:

Jro' h'Yro
Jre. HS Jr. HS Sr. HS HS Sr. HS Totals
Offerings 7-8 7-9 7-12 9-12 10-12
v
No foreign langunges 2 3 - 11 11 o7
Only classical languages - - - - - -
(Latin, classical Greek)
Only modern foreign 160 254 28 292 97 831
languages
Classical and modern 3 96 10 215 1351 455
foreign languages ‘
Totuls 165 . 353 38 518 239 1,313

1I. Numbar of districts which include secondary schocls orforing languaaes other
than French, Cerman, Latin,and Spanish: o

i Chinage 13 Hebrew 3 Portuguese L
Greek 1 Italian 1k Russian 43
(Classical) Japanese 2 Smhili 1

III. This report is based upon data obtained from all of the 354 California unified

and high school districts,




1v,

Foreign language enrollment comparad with total school enrollment, 1968-69%

Type of Enrollment Fall 1647 |Pall 1968 |Increase |% of Increase
Total school enrollment (7-22) |1,539,606 |1,588,801 | 49,195 3.2%
Total foreign language 575,845 | 584,652 { 8,807 1.5%
enrollment (7-12)

V., Percent of increase or decrease in foreign langusge enrollment by langusge
(grades T=)2 in secondary echools only). The percentages for 1966-67 and
196T-68 are shown for purposes of comparison.

Lenguage 1966-67  1967-68  1960-69
Chinese +35,1% + 2.4 - 25,08
French + 2-“‘ - loﬁ - 308’
Geman + 1217% - h03$ + 11-0%
Hebrew + 6.T% + L.  +190.0%%
o Italian + 9.6% + 1.9$ + h02$
n Japanese + 86.,9% - E.Si - 5.7%
Latin -16.0% - 1.6 - 13,79
Russian +10.4% - L1% +13,5%
Spanish +12,3%3 + M + 2,6%
(*he 196T-68 dietrict reporting of Hebrew enrollments may be
inaccurate.)
VI. The increase in total foreign langusge enrollment (1.5%) did not keep pacs
with the increase in total student enrollment (3.2%) in California's secondery
schools. The difference muy be expressed by subtracting 1.5% from 3.2% vith
a resulting - 1.T%. This difference may then be computed vith the gross per-
contages shova in mumber VI as follows:
Chinese  -25.0% - 1.T% = 26,7% decreass vhen compeved with 3.2% increase in enrollment.
French - 3.80 - 1.7% = 5.5% decreass vhen compared with 3.2% increase in enrollment,
German +11.0% = 1. 7% = 9.3% increase when compared with 3.2% incréase in enrollment.
Ttalian  + 4.2% - 1. 7% = 2.E$ increase when compared with 3.2% increase in enrollment.
Japanese - 5.7% - 1L.T% = T.4% decrease when compared vith 3.2% increase in enrollmant.
Latin =13.7% - 1.7% = 15.4% decrease vhen compered with 3.2% increase in enrollment.
Russian  +13.5% - 1.7% = 11.8% increase vhen compared with 3.2% increase in enrollment.
Spanish  + 2.6% - 1.7% = .93 increase vhen compared vith 3.2% increase in enrollment.




VII. The table of enrollments by languageec, included on page 2, indicates that
of all the languages taught in California sezondary schools, Spanish is
in first place with 64% of ths enrollment; French is in second place with
22%; German is in third place with 10%; and Latin is in fourth place with

VI1I. The seventh and eighth enrollments in French and Spanish are down from last
year, although both held up well ia grades nine through twelve. Courses II,
IV, and V in French show a rise ae do all the high school courses in Spanish.
Many students from grade eight are going directly into the II or III-year
courses in high school.

L]

IX. The numbers of students in the IV and V-year courses in almost all lan-
gnages increased, demonstrating that more students are studying foreign
languages for a longer period of time.

X, Consistent increases in Cerman {grade seven through course V) and in
Russian (grade seven through course IV) enrollments are noted.

XI. Enrollments increased in certain language areas over 1967 figures as

follows:

Chinese Grade 8, Courses I and IX.

French Courses II, IV and V.

German Grades 7 and 8, Courses I, II, III,
IV and v.

Hebrew Courses I, II, and III.

Italian Orade 7, Courses II, II, and IV.

Japahese Course II.

latin Grade T7; Course IV,

Russian Grades T and 8, Courses I, IX, III, and
Iv, h

Spenish Courses I, II, III, IV, and V.
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CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMEKT Or EDUCATION
Bureau of Elementary and Secondary Education
Sacramento, California 95814

January 6, 1969

DIAGNOSING THE DECREASE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENT
by

John P. Dusel, Consultant
Foreign Language Educatlon

Educators in a school district may believe that the distrist's
foreign language program is not a strong or vigorous one, They
may feel that too few enroll or that those who drop out do so
before they attain fluency. Why don't more educators try to
find out why students drop out? Finding the answer is not easy
because of the many variables. Gathering data year after year
is a time-~consuming process, Merely asking a student his opinion
may not give you the truth; but a sufficient number of opinions
may indicate a trouble spot. If a student says that he did not
need further study, you may not know if he felt that he did not
or 1if his counselor told him that he did not.

A principal, superintendent, or supervisor nf foreign language
who wishes to diagnose the problems objectively may want to use
the instrument proposed in this article. A questioanaire with a
series of possible reasons for the student's drop will definitely
isolate the gross problems that exist, and for no other reason
such a questionnaire has value. Faulty interpretstion of the in-
accurate student comments could be injurious to the innocent
teacher or to the teacher who expected the student to study, be~
have himself in class, and put forth effort. The accuracy of an
accusation by the student, then, should be checked by further
study and conference.

Some students will be honest when they admit that the person-
ality of the teacher, his meanness, his sarcasm, his poor com~-
mand of the language, or his lack of enthusiasm caused the drop.
But others might nrot want to write their reaseon, They may be

too kind or timid to fill in that part of the form. An oral
interview ©to discuss the corpleted questionnaire would improve

the validity of the answers even though discussion with each drop-
out takes times., ‘

The questionnaire is designed for the registrar or foreign language
supervisor to use at the time when students register for their next

9
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year's courses.l A foreign language department head may also care
to use the form with perhaps slight variations. A critilcal ap-
praisal of the district's foreign language program should be made
in the elementary schools as well as in the junior and senior

high schools, Isolation and identification of problems is per-
haps even more vital at the elementary than at the secondary
school level, for if pupile become disillusioned with foreign
language in the elementary grades, they may never sign up for
additional work later on,

The form is equally applicable for atudents who dcop out of a
foreign language class during the school year, Because of the
personal nature of certain questions, it is my suggestion that
the registrar or the district's foreign language supervisnr be
responsible for the sdministration and compilation of the form.
Teachers should not be asked to distribute or collect it, Stu-
dents might feel free to answer honesatly when the teacher does
not see the answcyss.

Not only should the department head or the district supervisor
gather and maintalin enrollment data in foreign language, but he
should know why students from the elementary schocls do not sign
up for foreign language upon entering high school, He should
know why each high school student dces not continue with foreign
language study, One way -0 build a strong program is to recog-
nize the weak parts of it, Gome problems moy be insoluble.
Those that are not can be attacked and solved.

The advice of a counselor is often quite important to a student
who i8 planning next year's courses, Misinformatioua or a prej-
udice against foreign language in general by a counselor may
dissuade a number of young people from electing a foreign lan-
guage course or from continuing the study of a foreign language.
Vigilance on the p t of the foreign language supervisor or the
administrator who .s trying to build a strons progran is imper-
ative. Use of the questionnaire may disclose that a counsslor
really injtiated the drop.

Answers on the questionnaires may disclose that certain teachers
are advising students to drop. Other answers may identify an
unfair or discriminatory grading practice. lack of coordination
of teachers' methods may exact a high toll in enrollment,

lMany of the articles in today's newspapers ead magazines refer to
the dropout as & young person leaving school. The term dropout in
this paper refers to a person who drops or is pushed out of a for-
eign language class after a year or two,

zPimsleur, Paul, Donald M. Sundland, and Ruth D. McIntyre, Under-
Achievement in Fcreign Language Learning, The Modern Language

Association of America, New York, 1966.

-2-
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National enrollment figures show a year by year decrease in en:-
rollment with less than 10% of those begianing language study in
grade nine continuing into the fourth year.3 Educaters should

do everything possible to keep students in language courses long-
er than they presently remain, Wholesale elimination of children
frow language cvlasses during the first and second years especially
must be curbed. In order to accomplish this the problem must be
diagnosed carefully and then a cure suggested. The qucstionnaire
should prove to be a practical and useful way of determining why
so many young people discontinue their foreign language study,
Positive steps can then be taken to strengthen those parts of

the district foreign language program that the dropout students

meantion critically,

(See back of chis page for questionnaire.)

3Teague, Caroline and Hans Rutimann, Foreign-Language Offerings
and Enrollments in Public Secondary Schools, Fall 1965, The
Modern Language Association of America, New York, 1967.
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REASONS FOR DISCONTINUING FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY

Date
~ Name of student Name of foreign language
Circle Yes
or No
1, Did you disoontimue your study of foreign lainguage because
~you wish to bedin study of a different foreln lanfuage? Yos No
If 7es, name the new langusgde
=of poh dittionltient o Yos Yo
n
-of t:o:‘iﬁ Fothods usedr Yeos No
=-you togl {nou Ar® BOL Woll prepared Tor The advAnced work? Yeos No
Expla s
20 Yas an advanced cour:s avsiladle to you? Yoo Neo
3, Have you attained the fluenoy in the foreign language that
’ o xgmam Yeos No
ow did m reash this oonolusion? (Cheok the answer o
. B. s uerty) tandardized test
soore on & 8 ardize s
tio“{uohor 1244 80
Sy the drade that I recelved
Otsar
4, Wiat flu in a forelgn lacguage should you have by the time
you leeve Ligh sohool?
5. Di4 the %yw received have anything to do with your
Asdleion op the astudy of this fu_sign language Yes No
Oxplain ———
8o DI4 the adtitude of tha teacher have anything ¥4 do with
your de0Tslon Vo drop? y Yes No
kp n. b S X o b o
7o Were you advised to drop? Yes No
By vhm? Yhy
8¢ Do your onts know that you have dropped the foreign
mma%‘“ Yos No
Tf yos, are they in agrecment wth you? .
% Did you tranpfer into th'e sohool? Yeos No
It !.. 41T thls transfer have anyiting to do with) your
dedlaica to dlcrocontinue foveign language study? Yeos Xo
Lzplain :
10, Mave yaur Iy objectives omio& since you
befan the of Wi gores apguage Yoo Neo
Explaln
11, Wb yorr W{n the forelgn language ooursds
wiled you BMAVve alr -m? Yoo No
120 Wb do you abmt the peoples whote langun oa have
o Matdey 1) peop gey

13, What olher resson 40 you bave for dlscontiming forsiga
go atudy? .




Please mail by Pebruary 15,
1970 to Edgardo Torres,

San Leandro Unified School
District, 451 West Joaquin
Avenue, San Leandro 94577

SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRAGCTICES
January 10, 1970

SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHCOL D1STRICT
IN COOPRRATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TO: Alameda County Foreign Language Tcachers

FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Humanities, Alameda County Schools
John P. Dusel, Foreign language Consultant, California State Dept. of Education
Edgardo Torres, Foruign Language Supervisor, San Leandro Uaified School District

This is part of a study being conducted on foreign language practices in Alameda
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to all foreign language
teachars In Alameda County.

1. OFFERINGS AND ENROLIMENTS

99

Are students allowed to choose the language which they want to study?

At what grade ievel?

May students petftion that a particular foreign language be taught?

Name and edition of text(s) you use.

> mam

What components (tapes, films, charts, transparencies, etc.) accompany the
text(s) you use?

—_ i

What language approach do you use--(traditional grasmar.translation) (audiolingual)
(direct method) (eclettc) other, explain . -
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11,

111.

TEACHER DATA
Are you a native-speaker of the language which you teach? Yes or tho

I1f you have been fn a country in which the people speak the language which you

-teach, how long were you there? Six weeks or less Less than one year

More than one year {Please check)
Were you there to travel to study to work « Please indicate the

reasons.

List NDEA or EPDA Institutes or training other than college study which have con-
tributed to your foreign language fluency and teaching abil{ity

Do you have @ major or minor (20 semester units) in the foreign languages you are
teaching? (please circle) Please give date of college graduation .
Please give date of your most recent college study in foreign language not con-

nected with NDEA or EPDA summer foreign language institutes.

Do you help determine ‘foreign language class size? Yes No
Do you suggest those students who are to continue? Yes No
Do you suggest those students who are to be dropped? Yes No
Do you help detenuine which classes will be offered? Yes No
Do you suggest the languages to be offered? Yes No

Are you suggestions heeded? Yes No

GROUPING AND PLACEMENT

What 18 the policy for minimum and maximum number of students allowed to study a
foreign lariguage? Fill in number.

beginning class size minimum ( ) maximum ( )
Advanced class size minfmum ( ) maximua ( )

What ability do you require a student to possess who enrolls in a beginning
foreign language vourse! Check all appropriate answers.

1. All are accepted who express an intereat and sign up. (
2. An 1.Q. score of at least 100, (
3. A grade puint average of at least C. (
4. Reading score. (
S. Other (please specify)

et e’ e’

Upon what basis do you advance a student of foreign language into the next clase?
Check any appropriate anawver,

1. He must achieve at least a passing grade of D, ( )
2. He must achieve at least a grade of C. ( )
3. He must pass a special test (explain). ( )
&, He must have a college recommending grade. ( )

$. Other




Do the other teachers (of French, for example), in your school or in the district
agree upon the meaning of an A grede (B grade, C grade, etc.)? Yeo No (circle)

How do the teachers in the foreign language department agree upon the meaning of
grades? Explain

Are grades based upon a demonstrated degree of proficiency? Yes No (circle)
Erplain

Do you have another grading system? Bxplain'

—

Should students who are not fast learners be discouraged (a) from beginning foreign
language stud¥? Yes No (circle)
If yes, explain

(b) from continuing foreign lar;uage study? Yes No (cirxcle)

Do you have students who have had foreign language {nstruction in the same classroom
with begirners of the same language? Yes No (circle)

Do you have classes in which students are mixed? (Example, Spanish II with
Spanish 111) Yes Mo (circle)
If yes, please explain

Are all students, regardless cf their ability or future goals, given the same
foreign language instruction? Yes No (circle)

1f the answer {s no, how i{s fnstruction organizcd? Check the appropriate answer
or ansvwers.

a. Grouping in fast and slow tracks. (
b. Grouping within the classroom. {
¢, Different objectives for different students. (
d. Incividualiszed instruction (programmed course). (
e. Other (explain)

S e

How many years of foreign language do you recommend that colleges-bound students
take?

How many years of foreign language do you recommend that non.college preparatory
students take? )

P

Do the counselors in your school recoomend that students take just two years of
foreign language?! Yes No {(circle) Explain

How many periods per week do students study foreign language? ( )
What fs the length of the period? ( )

1s the students! {nstruction continuous during the year or are the classes held
only one of two semesters! Explain

89
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How are transfers into the school placed in foreign language classes? {circle)

2. They have to wait until September to enter a class.

b. They are placed according to a test.

¢. They are placed accordirg to their transcript in the same class
which they had previously.

d. Other

List any specinl help given to transfers to assist them in adjusting to the new
foreign language class.

Please use this section for additional foreign language practices that you feel

strongthen or weaken your school's foreign language program, (Mention innovations,
interdepartmental rapport, summer camps, study abroad, etc.)

69

This questionnaire will filled out by _
(name)

{name of school district)

(street) (city) (2ip code)

Grade(s) you teach
Subject(s) vou teach

You may fold and staple,

Address {s printed on back n
of this sheet. Please mafl by February 15,

1970 to Edgardo Torres,
san Leandro Unified School

West J n
¢ Districe, 45] Mest Josayh




TO:

Please mail by February 15,
1970 to Edgardo Torres,

San Leandro Unified School
District, 451 West Joaquin
Avenue, San Leandro 94577

SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRACTICES
January 10, 1970
SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The Foreign Language Department Head or Other Foreign langiage Teacher
in Charge

FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Huménities, Alameda County Schools

John P. Dusel, Poreign Lenguage Consultant, California State Dept. of Education
Edgardo Torres, Foreign Language Supervisor, San Leendro Unified School District

This is part of a study being conducted on {oreign langudge practices in Alameda
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to all foreign language
teachers in Alameda County.

1.

OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS

Is there a policy in the district for the selection of fore’'gn language
teachers?  Yes No (circle)

1f yes, please exptain (e.3g. test, units, major, minor, etc.) S
What languages are presently offered fn your school? Please 1{st.
Language Sequence Srade (e.g. 3rd, 7th, 9th etc.)

- P

In the last ten years has any foreign language teen added to the curriculum?
; Yes No

What year?

How recently was an additional year of a foreign language offerad? Specify.

129100 4% 00




Please mail by February 15,
1970 to Edgardo Torres,
San Leandro Unified Schoel
District, 451 West Joaquin
Avenue, San Leandro 94577

SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRACTICES
January 10, 1970
SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
T0: Alameda County Foreign Language Teachers
r FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Humanities, Alameda County Schools

John P. Duse), Foreign Language Consultant, California State Dept. of Education
Edgardo Torres, Foreign language Supervisor, San Leandro Unified School District

- This is part of a study being conducted on foreign language practices in Alameda
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to ali foreign language
teachers in Alameda County.

1. OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS

Are students allowed to choose the language which they want to study?

71

At what grade level?

May students petition that a particular toreign language be taupght?

Name anc¢ edition of text(s) you use.

What components (tapes, films, charts, transparencies, etc.) accompany the
text(s) you use?

What language approach do you use..(traditional grasmat<translation) (audiolingual)
(direct method) (ecletic) other, explain




REASONS FOR DISCONTINUING FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY

S ———————

Date

Name of gtudent Name of foreign language

Circle Yes
or No

1+ Did you discontinue your study of foreign language becauss
=you wish to begln study of a d;ih;mg forsiym landuage? Yoo ¥o

It yys, nume the new language

=of difficultient Yoo Xo
n
=of teaching methody useds Yos No
Explain
=you fesl {nm are not well prepared for the Sdvanced wark? Yeou No
Repla
2¢ ¥as an advanoed course pvailable to you? Yos No
3, Have you attained tie fluenoy in the farcign landuage that
' you Latended? SRy Yos No

ow 414 you reach ihis oonslusion? (Cheok the angwer or
answers *hat apply)
g nmy soore on & standardised test
® ohor sald so
By the grade that I received
Other

4, Woat flu in & foreign labguage should you havs dy the dme
you leave hlgh sohool?

Ss D14 the grade you ~eceived have arytbing to do with your
awig;g : op the etudy of this Zoreign language Yoo No
sin

6s D14 the pttitude of the teachber have anything to do with
vour deolilon to drop? Yoo Ne
Explain

7Ta Were you advised to drop? Yeos No
By vhom? Mhy

8s Do your ents know that you have dropped e foareign
" npagetodee Y
It yos, are thoy in agresmn & with you?

9 Did you inta this sodhool? Yoo Mo

it yes, transfer have anything to do with your
de0 g: :o alacontinue ferelign language study? . Yo Mo
ala

10, Mave your obleotives o o4 sinoe yo
" Mpn e W&o‘m y Yos Ne

fxplain
11, Yas yarr in the forelgn lanfuage oourees
AR S5 N R o Yoo ¥o

12, Whad 4o you fesl avout the people whess 1ss ou have
’ mmu’ Li'l_ peop e

13. WAL other Tasizon 20 you have for dltescatiming forei(n
Leaguage o tady?_

Yoo No

”
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